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Pastor’s Report 
2016 is the year where two important things have happened.  
First, I said, "Yes" too much. I have taken on the presidency of two community organizations. One is the Community 
Concert Board. The other is the presidency of the Pratt Optimist Club. The good thing about saying Yes to leadership in 
these two community organizations is that I love working with and being a part of both.  

I also said Yes to two presbytery related committees: Mission Partnership, and Church Orders Team. The Mission 
Partnership committee is fun, because we basically give away money to churches who are doing local mission and need 
some financial help. (see below)  

The second important thing that happened in 2016 was putting together the Grow The Church Team and writing the Vivid 
Vision that will guide us through the next three years. The team is made up of congregational people (Alan Luttrell, Nick 
Squires, Gordon Stull, Jennifer Barten, and Cindy Keller; Benton Stull served until he moved away) who are dedicated to 
the growth of our church.  

Alan Luttrell has been our leader in the growth process and writing the Vivid Vision. He has given us inspired work, keeping 
us on task, and inspiring the vision.  

The Vivid Vision statement was shared with the Session and approved. Then on to the congregation at a well-attended 
congregational meeting. Everyone has "bought in" to what is happening as we grow the church over the next three years.  

One part of the Vivid Vision was to hire a Youth Director/Christian Education Coordinator. The Lord put the perfect person 
front and center in Jennifer Barten. We looked at a couple of other candidates, but as short as she is, she stood head and 
shoulders above all others who applied. No one has been disappointed as her work has been inspired, and she has been 
the energy behind growing our Wednesday Night CREW (Christians Ready Equipped and Willing) program from last years 
25-30 attendance, to 60 attending this year—40 of which are children.  

I was able to apply for a grant through our Mission Partnership committee (see above) of Presbytery, and land $6000 to 
help pay for Jennifer's work and youth ministry.  

We are very excited about our Vivid Vision and all that we've been able to accomplish in the first 9 months of this ministry. 
And we have two more years to go!!  

On a personal note, I turned 65 this past December. 65 is that magical age of retirement. But I'm not planning on retiring 
right away. I feel like I have a couple more good years in me. As my heart issues continue to hold up, I'm planning on going 
a couple of years longer, especially to see the 3 year, Grow The Church plan through to completion.  

Thank You for being an amazing congregation as we work and worship and have fun together in Christ's name.  

—Pastor Stephen Wing 
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Vivid Vision 
The Presbyterian Church Growth Team was formed in 2016 by the Session for the purpose of developing a three year Vivid 
Vision to determine what we as a congregation want the church to look, feel and act like in three years. In two and a half 
years the Growth Team will evaluate the status of our Vivid Vision accomplishments over those past two and a half years 
and begin developing a new Vivid Vision of where the church wants to be in the next three years. This is to be a continuing 
process of setting goals to meet our church’s mission. 

Team members include Alan Luttrell, Gordon Stull, Nick Squires, Cindy Keller, Jennifer Barten and Pastor Steve Wing. 

A three year Vivid Vision was prepared by the team and presented to the congregants in a congregational meeting for their 
review, comments and approval. The congregation endorsed the Vivid Vision. 

The Vivid Vision of the church includes the development of our culture, church staff, worship service, Christian education, 
website and social media, outreach, church grounds and how we as a congregation of believers can spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the community. The Vivid Vision was implemented on July 1, 2016, with our Vivid Vision of what we want 
our church to look like, feel like, and act like by July 1, 2019. 

One of our main three year goals is to have an average Sunday morning worship service attendance of 100 people with a 
minimum of 20 percent of our attendance being in the eighteen to thirty-four age group. 

Our first-year goals included the hiring of a Christian education/youth director, working with the personnel team for supplying 
the church with nursery/childcare services, increasing our average Sunday morning worship attendance to 60 people, and 
develop our website and social medial. 

In our first six to seven months the church has hired Jennifer Barten as our Christian education/youth director, has worked 
on canvasing door to door in the community, improved our website and social media, provided Christian movies for the 
community at our church, produced and presented plays within the community, had an “Invite Sunday” to invite friends to 
our worship service, increased our Wednesday CREW (Christians Ready, Equipped and Willing) night attendance to 
between 40 and 60 people, had mailings to the community inviting folks to our Christmas Eve and Christmas service and is 
working on informing our congregation of the church’s activities on a monthly basis through the Sunday morning Moment for 
Mission time. The team is currently working on a parenting class for the community and a Mission Trip for 2017. 

The Growth team works closely with the other teams in the church and with congregants to accomplish our Vivid Vision. 

The main purpose of the Growth Team is to be a proactive force in the church and community to further our mission of 
spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Alan Luttrell 
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Christian Education 
 

The Christian Education Committee members for 2016 were Brenda Johnston, Jennifer Barten, Dona Cochran, Kayla 
Fobes, and Shane McGreevy. 
 
This has been an exciting year for Christian Education activities as we watch the growth of some of the programs offered.   
The name for the Wednesday night program was changed to CREW (Christians Ready, Equipped and Willing) as we 
continued to meet at 5:30 for a light meal followed by singing and classroom activities for all ages.  A monthly activity for all 
ages was planned to encourage interaction with one another.  Packaging soup for Numana and boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child as well as a hayrack ride at Lemon Park and caroling to the shut-ins were a few of the group activities 
planned.  Children also led the singing on Dec. 18th during worship.  Average attendance for the CREW nights was 60 with 
approximately 45 of those being children.  We have seen growth in not only the Eagle Wings children participating but in 
other children in the community attending as well.  Finding ways to encourage more of the children and their families to 
attend on Sunday mornings will be a focus of the Committee in 2017. 
 
Dona Cochran led Children’s Church on Sunday mornings beginning in September.  Children attend a worship service 
downstairs during the sermon.    
 
Ideas were shared throughout the year to offer additional opportunities for adults to participate in Bible/book study 
programs.  We will continue to explore various ideas for these opportunities. 
 
Our Committee considered ideas for meeting the Vivid Vision goal established on a regular basis.  We look forward to 
continuing growth in all areas of Christian Education. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Brenda Johnston 

Eagle Wings Ministry 
During 2016, Eagle Wings Ministry matched eight children with mentors. Thirteen Eagle Wings’ kids attended Westminster 
Woods camp.  This past year there were four training sessions for new mentors.  Carol made presentations about Eagle 
Wings Ministry to a teacher’s sorority, Garden Club, the Iuka Methodist church, Mom to Mom ministry and Rotary Club. 

We had the following group activities this year: 
Bowling at Cheney including transportation on the Greenback bus 
Lemon Park Lights takedown of the Nativity Scene 
Skating and Pizza party at Rolla Rena 
Taco supper and activities at the Teen Center 
Demolition and Concert tickets for the Pratt County Fair were distributed to all EWM families 
Wingnuts game in Wichita 
Pool party with hamburger cookout at the Pratt Public Pool 
Fall Festival with the church at the Stull farm 
Lemon Park Lights Nativity set up 
Hay rides through the park to view the Lemon Park Lights 
 
Our church, along with the Methodist church and Sacred Heart provided Christmas gifts to each Eagle Wings child and their 
siblings. 

Respectfully submitted- Carol Stull, Director 
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Fellowship 
MEMBERS DURING 2016:  Leigh Ann Curtis, Joel Curtis, Ruby Strong, Anne Loomis, Jennifer Barten and Linda Loomis 
The Fellowship Team planned or assisted with several events in 2016. 

January 24th – Pot Luck Dinner after the Annual Meeting 
February 20th – KU/KSU Basketball Game Party at Rex and Brenda Johnston’s 
March 19th - Served a meal before the Easter Musical. 
April 16th – Dinners for 8 at Stull’s and Luttrell’s. 10 people attended at each home. 
May 8th – Mother’s Day. Men’s Bible Study prepared and served breakfast before worship in the Genesis Center. 
June – Worship Team served a breakfast in the park before worship. 
July 11th – Coffee and cinnamon rolls from Sawyer bakery served after worship in the Genesis Center. 
August 28th – Indoor Picnic in the Genesis Center after worship. 
September 10th – Prepared and served a Cheesecake Party on Saturday before the PHS musical West Side Story with 28 
tickets reserved for church members to attend the play afterwards. 
October 30th – Halloween Party at the Stull’s farm. 
November 20th – Team members plus congregation provided and served Italian potluck lunch served after worship and 
hanging of the greens in church. 
December 18th – Baked and provided cookies and coffee and cider after worship where the Eagle Wings kids conducted 
the entire church service. 
December 21st – Served CREW night chili supper and caroling afterwards. 
 
Respectfully-Linda Loomis-Elder 

Legacy 

The Legacy Team was transitioned into a part of the Financial Stewardship Team in 2016. One of the Legacy Teams 
responsibilities is informing the congregation of Dollar Endowment Sunday on the second Sunday of every month. They 
offerings collected from this ministry help to fund certain improvement projects in the church, such as the renovations to the 
Friendship Lounge. 
 
Other items that have been relayed to the congregation are information on the Dillon’s Plus Community Rewards program 
that provides funds for youth activities. This year the congregation was notified that they needed to re-enroll in the program 
for donations to be provided to our Church. Next year this will not be a requirement but the congregation will continued be 
notified they can make sure they are enrolled in the program. 
 
Also ideas and discussions have started about increasing awareness of the Legacy Program at the church and providing 
information about planned giving. The committee is looking at determination of a Legacy Sunday with information about 
Long Term and Planned Giving to be presented. 
 
Respectfully submitted-Nick Squires-Elder 
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Mission and Community Outreach 

Ongoing events for 2016:  
Participation in Parking lot greeters  
Friendship Meals delivery – Thursday mornings  
Diaper Ministry  
Giving Bibles to Achievement Place and Eagles Wings youth.  
Eagle’s Wings Mentoring Ministry 
 
Other events and special occasions supported:  
Yearlong Bible reading of the New Testament – the 5x5x5 plan.  
Had a Super Bowl competition where members would bring in canned goods to put in the box for which team they support. 
All canned goods went to the food bank in town.  
Invite a friend to church day: we created cards for members to send out to invite friends to church on a certain day 
2x2 knock on doors: We asked congregation members to sign up and go around knocking on people’s doors to get the word 
out about us 
Promoted Operation Christmas Child with our congregation  
 
Took four special offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peacemaking and Christmas Joy  
 
Committee Members: Jennifer Barten, Chair, LuAnn Bergner, Shannon Squires, Don Hart and Carol Stull  
 
 

Personnel  
Interesting year for the Personnel Team of PPC of Frank Hopkins, Mica Nelson and CL Meigs... here goes: 
  
1) In early summer, rec'd resignation from Don Hart, custodian for 10 years... Jordan Cox, Michelle's husband, filled in for 
two months... In Oct., hired Shannon Squires... this seems to be working out well, we will review in the spring... if all 
parties agree, this will become her permanent position. 
  
2)  Released Michelle Cox as church secretary in early September... hired Jennifer Barten to cover for several months on 
an interim basis... Per Pastor Steve, she has been working diligently to re-work the computer programs and put 
everything in order... this is a part time job for Jennifer, who is the Youth Director for PPC.  If she likes the extra work 
and the team feels like she is doing a good job, this may become permanent. 
  
3) Much discussion back in the fall as to a part time nursery coordinator... it was decided at the time that the church 
administrator would handle this detail... no one applied for the position... no one was hired to fill. 
  
4) In Oct., Linda Loomis stepped up to fill the much-needed Financial Secretary position... she is extremely valuable in 
helping Gordon S. w/ offering and other needed services. 
  
5) In Spring of the year, prior to our committee taking over... the church elders decided to hire Jennifer Barten as the 
new Youth Director... by all accounts, she is doing an excellent job w/ the youth of the church and others as well... has 
built the CREW group into a wonderful opportunity for the youth to gather in a safe Christian environment. 
  
In Christ, 
  
CL Meigs, Personnel Team 
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Properties 

The	Facilities	Committee	members	for	2016	were	Rex	Johnston,	Gordon	Stull,	Bill	Keller,	Frank	Hopkins,	John	
Cochran	and	Warren	Fobes.	
	
Several	projects	were	completed	during	2016	including	the	following:	
	

• New	sound	system	was	installed	in	the	Sanctuary	by	Mark	Graber	and	Nick	Squires.	
• Kansas	Paving	resurfaced	the	parking	lot	and	re-striped	the	parking	stalls.	
• Adams	Electric	re-charged	the	air	conditioning	units	in	October	and	found	major	leaks	in	some	of	the	

units.		Bids	for	an	upgrade	to	the	units	have	been	requested.	
• The	carpets	in	the	Church	and	Genesis	Center	were	cleaned	by	Service	Master.	
• A	bid	from	Smiley	Construction	to	fix	the	drainage	on	the	west	side	of	the	Genesis	Center	was	

approved.	
• A	work	day	was	scheduled	for	January	21,	2017.	
• Robert	Smiley	will	be	taking	care	of	the	snow	removal	for	the	parking	lot	this	winter.	

	
Goals	for	2017	will	be	to	get	the	drainage	problem	fixed	at	the	Genesis	Center	and	upgrade	the	air	
conditioning	units.	
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
Rex	Johnston	
	

Financial Stewardship Team  
The Financial Stewardship Team includes Alan Luttrell, Gordon Stofer as Church Treasurer, Don Peters as special funds 
treasurer, Linda Loomis as financial secretary, Nick Squires from the Legacy Team and Pastor Steve Wing. 

For the year 2016 the Financial Stewardship Team tracked contributions and expenses monthly for both benevolence and 
church operations. A report on the church finances was prepared and submitted to the session monthly. 

In the fall of 2016, the Financial Stewardship Team reviewed the 2017 proposed budgets from church teams and presented 
the benevolence budget to the session for their approval. Gordon Stofer is to be thanked for his hard work in coordinating 
the various team budget requests and compiling the proposed 2017 benevolence budget. After the approval of the 2017 
budget by the session the budget was presented to the congregation at a congregational meeting for their comments. 

The Financial Stewardship Team worked with Pastor Wing on the stewardship letter which will be sent to the entire 
congregation on Jan. 9, 2017 containing pledge cards. The cards will be received in the worship service on Jan. 21, 2017. 

The Financial Stewardship Team is working closely with Nick Squires of the Legacy Team to consider how the church can 
offer congregants opportunities for giving to our endowment fund. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Alan Luttrell 
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Worship  
The worship team for 2016 included: Pastor Stephen Wing, Jennifer Barten, Cindy Keller, Deb Pagenkopf, Shannon 
Squires, Deb Jantz, and Tonie Graber, Chairperson.  

The worship team oversees various routine details of the weekly worship service that includes the following: changing the 
paraments, filling the oil in the candles, “watering” the humidifier for the piano, and recruiting the lay leaders and people to 
run the sound/PowerPoint.  

Seasonal activities include: Overseeing the removal of the greens on Epiphany, ordering palms for Palm Sunday, Easter 
Lilies for Easter, carnations for Mother’s Day, select gifts for our confirmands, serve breakfast in the park on Father’s Day & 
reserve the shelter for the following year, order poinsettias for Advent, secure readers for the Advent readings/lighting of the 
candles for the Advent Wreathe, secure the candles for the Christmas Eve candlelight service, and oversee the hanging of 
the greens.   

The team also provided and/or secured devotional/music leaders for the nursing homes throughout the year and established 
“Worship at the Genesis Center” four times throughout the year.  

Respectfully Submitted,     

Tonie Graber, Elder 

Deacons 
Deacons continued to administer to the needs of their Flocks in 2016. The number of Flocks was reduced to 
six, reflecting the reduction in our church family. Our prayer is to see an increase in our church family by 
incorporating the ideas from the Vivid Vision team. 
 
Deacons contributed their time, talents, and prayers: 

• Meals at Funerals for church families. 
• Quarterly Meals for our community’s Circles groups, who “inspire and equip individuals and families to 

permanently move out of poverty and thrive.” 
• Providing the breakfast bars for the Breakfast Bar Ministry at our local high schools. 
• Promoting the Mitten Tree for children in need of mittens, gloves, scarves and caps in our community.  
• Promoting the Giving Tree in support of the children and siblings of the church’s Eagle Wings program. 
• Card Ministry enabling church family the opportunity to minister to itself. 
• Deacons continue to oversea their flocks through cards, visits and prayers.  

 
Prayerfully, 
Lisa Hart 
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Session Report 
	

Membership	January	1,	2016			126													Additions	to	church	roll			1	

Removed	(by	letter	of	transfer).				1												Removal	by	death													3	

Persons	added	to	church	rolls	

Leigh	Ann	Curtis	(letter	of	transfer)	

Persons	removed	from	the	rolls	

Bobbie	Stanion	(death)	

Marjorie	Blodgett	(death)	

Mary	Helen	Richter	(death)	

Lisa	Cromer		(letter	of	transfer)	

Membership	December	31,2016.							123	
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